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Churchwardens’ Report 2018
St Margaret’s Church Chippenham

Churchyard walls
The west wall of the churchyard running by the pavement is in good condition.

The south wall is in generally good condition, and has had some repair recently, but is also likely to
need more in the next few years. The north side of the Churchyard is bounded by wooden fencing
constructed a few years ago and remains in good condition.

The east wall remains in substantial disrepair. It is still a sufficient of a barrier to prevent any access
across it.

Gates

The small entrance gate needs replacing, and this will be done in the summer. The double gates are in
good condition.

Exterior walls and buttresses
All are in an acceptable condition.
Roofs

The external roof and guttering are in generally good condition. There is some lead flashing that slightly
came adrift, and this has been rectified. There is some cement filler in the roof of the chancel that has
become dislodged, and needs repairing to prevent further leakage.

Internally, the north aisle roof has death watch beetle damage but the oak timbers are still large enough
for this not to cause a problem. However, we are monitoring this to make sure it does not worsen. The
south roof aisle also has bad death watch beetle and woodworm. Again, the timbers are large, and the
problem has not deteriorated in the past few years.

Fuel tank
The fuel tank is in good condition.
Churchyard graves, grass and leaves

Kevin Pallant is responsible for the regular grass cutting and maintenance of the churchyard. Together
with the ongoing help from the parish council and the various villagers who maintain graves, hedges and
monuments, the churchyard continues to be a credit to the village. The churchwardens would like to
express their great thanks for everyone's contribution.

Tower

The tower is in good condition. We are currently adding to the swift boxes in the tower and hope to encourage
swifts to nest in them.

Porch and doors

These remain in good condition.

Internal walls

The walls remain in generally in good condition.
Internal windows

All appear to be in reasonable condition, though there is a little bit of crumbling on the mullions. One of
the lead panels in the Tharp Chapel has been broken and needs replacing.

Tharp Chapel

The Chapel remains in generally good condition.




Chancel
The floor of the Chancel, the Sanctuary and the area around the Tharp vault remain in good condition.

Vestry

The vestry remains in generally good condition. The plasterwork is also beginning to peel off on the east
wall.

Pews and pew cleaning

The cleaning team system is running well. The bats are due to come out of hibernation shortly and this
will once more provide a challenge to our excellent cleaning teams.

Heating

The heating system, although old, is working reliably. There is an oil leak which will be repaired in the
summer.

Electrical System

The electrical system remains in satisfactory order.

Altar and lectern hangings

These are in basically good condition, although the white altar cloth needs some repairs in due course.
Flowers and church cleaners

There is a silent army of workers who without any fuss or fanfare just get on with it and make the
Church look wonderful. This extends from the flowers to the brasses and the church itself. The
churchwardens would like to express their great thanks for everyone's contribution.

Attendance

Average attendance during 2015/16 was about the same as in recent years. Our monthly family service is proving
successful, and is attracting younger families with children. Once again St Margaret’s had a huge attendance at
the Christmas Carol Service of some 350 people. This service attracts peoples from far and wide, but the
attendance figures do show that we succeed in getting a very high percentage of villagers into the Church.

Website

Our website has not been updated some years, and this is going to be addressed as part of our Strategy
Plan in the coming year. St Margaret’s is on Facebook and Twitter, and is an easy and effective route for
us to let people know about our services and all our other activities, like our Christmas Market and
MumsPlus.

Tower Captain’s Report

We continue without a Tower Captain who can fulfil the role, but we hope to begin to rebuild the Bell
Ringing Group into a regular and enthusiastic team of campanologists. One or two people have recently
expressed interest in reviving bell ringing in the village, so hopefully something will come of this.
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